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Project Title Landscape and Architecture Management of Thai Temples

for Faith Fostering: Past to Present

Name of the Investigator Dr.Vasu Poshyanandana

Abstract

The research “Landscape and Architecture Management of Thai Temples for Faith Fostering: Past
to Present” has resulted from the requirement to solve problems which Thai Buddhist temples
are currently facing concerning the physical features and the decreasing of faith. In the past, Thai
temples were dependable to people, both physically and mentally, from being places of learning
to places of cremation. The planning and design of architecture and landscape architecture were
based on Buddhist traditions, climate, topography and functional requirements that served the
society of the time, characterized by dignity, prominence and spirit of place of worship, thus
temples were places that originated and inspired faith of the people in the past. At present,
however, social changes have resulted in different uses until buildings in temples have lost their
original principles but tend to serve the purpose of income generation. Planning as well, has
neglected the appropriate landscape design order, causing damages in various aspects, especially

the faith enhancement value of the place.

It is, therefore, necessary to find means to manage Thai temples in order to preserve or
improve the landscape based on determination of principles and setting building guidelines,
which can be used by involving organizations in the implementation to prevent the decay and

disorder of the place, leading to decrease of faith.

The objectives of the research comprise : comparative study of landscape of Thai
temples in the past and the present in order to understand the landscape and architectural
factors that affect the origination and inspiration of faith in Buddhism; collection and summary of
problems occurred in Thai temples in the contexts of Buddhist concepts, means of conservation
as cultural heritage in the responsibility of the Fine Arts Department that has developed from the
integration between international concept and Thai culture and traditions and current opinions of
Buddhists. The research is expected to result in principles and recommendations for
management of landscape and architecture of Thai Temples to enhance faith, emphasizing on
the awareness of the values of place of worship, respect of laws and regulations, active and
effective control and implementation, systematic management planning in cooperation with
multi-professional parties. These are, essentially and necessarily, based on good governance and

participation for the highest benefits of the cultural heritage which belongs to all people.
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- The Athens Charter for the Restoration of Historic Monuments (1931)
- The Venice Charter - International Charter for the Conservation and

Restoration of Monuments and Sites (1964)

’ Jukka Jokilehto. A History of Architecture Conservation (Elsevier,2005), Wi 237.

* 37M ICOMOS. International Charters for Conservation and Restoration ~ Monuments and Sites |. (Munich: Lipp

GmbH, 2004).
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- Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and
Natural Heritage (1972)

- The Burra Charter (1979, revised 1999)

- Historic Gardens - The Florence Charter (1981)

- Charter for the Conservation of Historic Towns and Urban Areas — The
Washington Charter (1987)

- Charter for the Protection and Management of the Archaeological
Heritage (1990)

- The Nara Document on Authenticity (1994)

- Charter on the Protection and Management of Under Water Cultural
Heritage (1996)

- International Cultural Tourism Charter (1999)

- Charter on the Built Vernacular Heritage (1999)

- Principles for the Preservation of Historic Timber Structures (1999)

- Principles for the Preservation and Conservation/Restoration of Wall
Paintings (2003)

- Convention for the Safeguarding of Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003)

- Declaration of the Kimberley Workshop on the Intangible Heritage of
Monuments and Sites (2004)

- Xi’an Declaration on the Conservation of the Setting of Heritage
Structures, Sites and Areas (2005)

- The ICOMOS Charter for the Interpretation and Presentation of Cultural
Heritage Sites (2008)
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> .all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural significance. (article 1)...may include...
maintenance, preservation, restoration, reconstruction, adaptation and interpretation / a combination of more
than one of these. (article 14)
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..all the processes of looking after a place so as to retain its cultural

significance. (Articlel)

..may include..maintenance, preservation, restoration, reconstruction,

adaptation and interpretation / a combination of more than one of these. (Article14)
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..maintaining the fabric of a place in its existing state and retarding

deterioration. (Articlel)
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...returning a place to a known earlier state...introduction of new material into

the fabric (Articlel)

IN93e 9 wantuindumslddaginidily driinsldlanlnidielslitiodndu
reconstruction UM wAazilUseifunanazwanA1aTutdmSUNTT Ul sewalnedaaznan

Tusnwazidensaly

Snendlaldiudulszanfe “nisysae” anunsadieuldnseiudiii restoration Tu
AMwdanguauanuvineiusngeglu Ys1 u15ines .returning the existing fabric of a
place to a known earlier state by removing accretions or by reassembling existing

components without the introduction of new material. (Articlel)

iituitiunsedlifimadfstaglmidiluies faduanumneiuandrsanildly
Uszelng TasfinunrsmnevesdildeglulssmelneazitduinnmsysugAonisdeuuey
Tinduludanimidu Inisldiaglmiitnlulatnusdesyilyfianuuansisseninsweaniiay
voslnl ailondulugitlanimues Venice Charter awifiudiaseiviiszyliluszidounsy

Aaung MUalenalmiianlmidiluldlmdedndu lunsdinfindngrudiisane wazdas

31



(%
v A

LENLEY d519A2ULANAINTENALRLLAnaundUlaenINTIL uiag1elsAniudeseyly

9

USUUNINAD LazanusawiulatennuLaneIa

Replcements of missing parts must integrate harmoniously with the whole,
but at the same time must be distinguishable from the original ...(Article12, The

Venice Charter)
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