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Project Title Thai People’s Opinion about Monk Role
Name of the Investigatoes = Omduean Sodmanee, Supaporn Thanachanun,

Sadhon Phukong , Pattama Ket-um , Thasuk Junprasart
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was to study the Thai people’s opinions towards the
Buddhist monks’ role. The data were collected, using a questionnaire, from a sample of
1000 Thai people residing in 5 provinces, Central Thailand. Means, Standard Deviation,
T-test and One Way Analysis of Variance were employed to analyze the collected data.

The results of the study were as follows : The entire samples are of the opinions
that Thai Buddhist monks play a much importing role in the following : education for
monks and novices, ¢onservation of natural resources and environment, writing Buddhist
books and texts, nursing and caring of orphans, promoting occupation and living standard
of the local people, making miraculous charms potent by magic incantation, giving people
instructions for practice of meditation, inculcation in people morals and right livelihood,
preaching Dhamma through mass media and performing for people religious ceremonies
such as house-warming blessing a signboard by making holy marks with sachet powder,
ect. It was also found that the most importing role performed by Thai Buddhist monks
was providing education for monks and novices while the least importing role was
fortune telling,

According to the sample’s opinions, the desirable roles of the Thai Buddhist
monks should be composed of the followi_ng: 1) the role of preaching the Buddha’s
teachings such as giving Dhamma sermon, Dhamma lectures, meditation instruction ; 2) the
role of providing education such as being insgmctors for morals classes in schools ,
writing Buddhist books and texts ; 3) the development roles such as conserving
environment and culture, promoting occupation and living standard of people ;4) the role
of providing welfare such as lending materials, housing and caring of orphans ; 5) the role
of providing health care such as curing a sickness ; and 6) the role of belief and

ceremony such as making miraculous charns, telling fortune, giving a hint of lottery.
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